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ERRATA 

p. 16 line 9 "personating G. K." correct to " personating J. K." 

p.66 Fig. 79 " .J. N. U smoda " 
" 

"J. N. Unwalla" 

" " 
" Thomas Perira" 

" 
"Thomas Pereira" 

p.68 Fig. 82 "Tukaram Tattya " " " Tukaram Tatya " 

p.89 line 9 " form" " 
"from" 

It is stated on p. 166, line 1, "After his death, his followers have continued 

his work under Hugo Vollrath". This is incorrect. .Hen Vollrath's organi­

sation is an independent one distinct from that formed by Dr. Hartman~'s 
followers. 



EDITOR'S FOREWORD 

A LARGE number of the illustrations in this book a.re 

from photographs forty to fifty years old, which have faded 

in the tropical climate of Adyar. National Societies may 

find among their members less faded originals; if such are 

sent to the editor, they will be substituted in subsequent 
editions. The Records of the T. S. at Adyar do not possess 

many photographs which could well have been incorporated, 

so as to make the work more complete. 
Many members have co-operated in compiling the 

material of the Golden Book. The editor's task has been 

chiefly that of compilation. 

c. J. 
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OCCULT PHENOMENA 

SOON after the' arrival of the Founders ' In India, there 
began an era of occult phenomena which made the Society 
famous throughout the world. There has been much ignorance 
and mi~conception at: t o what these phenomena were and how 
tbey took place. As is well known, III 1885 H. P. B. was 
accused of trickery ' in connection with them. Of late, a mass 
of new evid ence, in the s11apeof the ' original Jetters from the 
Masters, has been published, ' and it is now possible for anyone 
who IS really interested to have aU the facts before him; 
Briefly summed up, th e situation was as follows. 

H. P. B. through : ' her occult training had command over 
certain invisible powers of nature; and she could herself perform 
many occult phenomena . But apart from these, a certain number 
of phenomena was produced for '" a 'specific purpose by other 
pupils ~f the Adepts, under Their , i~st,ructions. . It was carefully 
explained by rrbem in , ' 11:)80 that, .;though They had seemingly 
unlimited control over the powers of nature, ' yet since They were 
obliged to use every atom of rrheirforce , only for the service 
of man, it was notpossible.for 'Them to USEl ·those occult powe"rs 
indiscriminately, but only . when the result was likely to deserve 
the expenditure of force. Tn . genercal; the occult rule was to 
perform no phenomena of . any ' kind in ' order to support a 
philosophIcal theory. The Adepts knew from long experience 
that no man ]s corivin'ced because a phenomenon takes place 
which staggers hi s intellect. Brit if, before a phenomenon 
takes place, he has sufficiently understood the principles 
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underlying the pheno~ena, then each phenomenon is a proof of 
the existence of a natural law, in just the same way that an 
experiment in a laboratory IS a proof of the theory expounded 
in the class room. 

In 1880, however, under - the exceptional _ circumstances of 
starting a new and world-wide movement to combat the utter­
scepticism and materialism prevalent at the time, permission was 
given by the ' Chiefs of the Adept Brotherhood , for the use of 
a certain amount of Their force in the performance of pheno .. 
mena. rrhese phenomena consisted mainly in precipitating letters; 
in materialising various objects; and in the production of sounds 
from , the ether. There were many other minor kinds which 
needuot here be mentioned. 

Now, ' the important thing to note is that the Adepts 
and - Their pupils _ were, in their ' physical bodies, in Tibet, while 
the phenomena had to be performed either in India or Elll-'ope. 
This -made it necessary Jor Them, in order to save as much 

.' force as possible, to . have a -centre on the physical plane, 
through which Their forces for the phenomena could be discharged. 
In these days of wireless, we ' know that while one station 
sends ' out , a message of a certain wave length, there mnst be 
:anbther station - equipped with instruments for similar wave 
length to receive the message. - In the same kind of way, when 
the- Adepts were ready to use 'Their forces, - it ' was fonnd 
necessary to have a centre op the physical plane. Such a 
centre was H. P. B. ; sometimes as a substitute Colonel Olcott 
and Damodar K. Mavalankar could also be so utilised. 

In ' writing t,o Miss Arundale, when H. P. B.. was about t? 
leave England in .- 1884, the Master K. H. wrot~: "You know of 
course that once H. P. R's aura in the house is exhausted you 
can have no more . letters from me." The presence on the spot 
of H. P. B. enabled the phenomena to take place with less 
expenditure, of 'force than if they had to be performed withQut 
her ' a.s the .physical , fulcrum. !tis because of this need of a 
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physical ·fulcrum that, whenever a phenomenon took place, one 
or other of the three mentioned. above, Ot' some other pupil 
equally attuned in vibration to the nature of the Mast~rs, was 
necessary on the physical plane. But this fact was made the 
basis bf an accLlsation against H , P. B. It was said that she 
was in collusion with rrhem, and that the phenomena were the 
result . of trickel'S. As a matter of fact, many phenomena took 
place ' in India when H., P. B. was III EUl'ope. Letters were 
precipitated in moving trains when H. P. B. was not III the 
train. Anyone wh() desires to acquaint himself more fnIly on this 
matter can to-day get fal' more information than the inquirer 
conld In J 885. Even a little understanding of the nature of 
the control of occult forces makes the inquirer to-day realise 
that events, which seem to snggest fraud, arn III reality 
proofs of scientific condit.lons indispensable In the contl'ol of 
natural law. 

When the two Founders arrived 1Il India, they quickly 
came under the suspicion of the British Government. H. P. B. 
was a Rnssian, though she had naturaEsed as an American 
citizen. But there had been political difficulties between Britain 
and Russia, and therefore suspicions arose that she mig'ht possibly 
be a Russian spy. As the British officials couid not ,understand 
two American citizens coming to India to werk for the revival 
of the culture of the "natiV.es," foe several months police 
spies followed them in their journeys. It was only after forn~al 

protest, a!ld after presentation of credentials, and an explanation 
to the Viceroy's Government of the origin and objects of the 
Society, that police superVISIOn was finally removed. rrhe 
Founders gave an assurance to the Government that the 
Theosophical Society, as such, had no connection wit,h any 
pohtical movement in India or elsewhere. From that day, the 
Society has made no pronouncement whatsoever, as an organised 
body, ,on any matter dealing with national aims and objects in 
the purely political field of any country. 
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A very great impulse to the dissemination of Theosophical 
ideas was given .by the phenomena which were associated with 
H. P. B., after the Founders went to Simla to stay with the 
Sinnetts. All that happened then hns been nalTated in The 
Occult Wodd. An interesting relic of this period is the famous 
cup and saucer which are still at Adyar, and which are 
reproduced in Fig. 64. 

FIG. 6L 

CUP AND SAUCER PRECIPITATED BY H.P.B. 
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At this time, ·there was attracted to Theosophy an 
Englishman of high official position in . India, Allan Octavian 
Hume, C. B. (Fig. 65). He became President of the Simla Eclectic 
Society in 1881, and though of a very sceptical intellect wrote 
many articles explaining Theosophy in the light of the teachings 
which he received from the Adept Teachers. Later he lost inten~st 
in the Society and in its philosophy. But it is noteworthy that 
this contac't· with t.he Adept Teachers roused him to a new vision of 
the possibilities of Indian national life. Mr. Hume, after retiring 
from Government Rervice, propounded the idea of a political 
organisation for the furtherance of Indian aspirations. The founding 
of the Indian . National Congress is due to him, and he has 
been truly called the "Father . of the, Indian National Congr.ess". 

rfhe first division in : TJreosophical ranks took place in 
July, 1880. It' has been mentioned 
that the part.y that came to India 
consisted of the· two Founders . and 
Miss Rosa Bates and· Mr. ·E. Wim­
bridge. In , 1880, :Monsielli" and 'Madame 

: GOlllomh, ~vho were penniless in 'qeylon, 
came and . joined the Founder.s in 
Bombay and were given employment, 
the fOl',mer, as odd job man and ., the 

' latter as housekeeper. Very quickly 
a ,clash' arose between :Miss Bates and 
Madame Conlomb, ancl this developed 
into a fierc~ quarrel; in which Mr. Wim­
brid {l'e took the side of Miss Bates. FlG. 65 . b 

A. O. flUME . After . a pel'iod of bitter discomfort 
to the Founders, finally Miss Bates and Mr. ,\Vimbridge left the 
establishment and later the Society. rehus the original four who 
left New York were reduced to a nucleus or two. 

However, by this time many workers had gathered round 
the Founders, among . whom was one who became famous in 

8 
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Theosophical annals for his devotion to both the Founders and 
to the Masters. This was Damodar K. Mavalankar, a Brahmin 

FIG. (;6 

DAMODAR K. MAVALANKAR 

ships. When one notes 
mass of work, snatching 

A. SANKAlUAH 

of Gujerat (Fig. 66). He was mar­
ried, but his wife consented to his 
adopting what was practically the 
life of a Sannyasin, and to leaving 
her provided for with his parents 
who were well-to-do people. Damodar, 
as he was affectionately called by 
all, joined the :Founders in Bombay. 
He ,'.ras appointed J oint Recording 
Secretary, and threw himself heart 
and soul into the work. In Febru­
ary, 1885, he was called by his 
Master to Tibet, and left for the 
north. He arrived at the Ashrama 
of his Master, after very great hard­

how frail he was, and yet did such a 
only a few hours for ' sleep, one realises 

that he has earned a great name for 
himself in the Society's annals. A 
part of the property of the Society at 
Adyar is named after him "Damodar 
Gardens ". 

Soon after the Founders began their 
work, a cultured Theosophist, who 
was the head of a Hindu religious 
and philosophical aSSoclatlOn joined 
hands with the 'r. S. rfhis was 
A. Sankariah, President of the Hindu 
Sabha. He was then the, Prime 
Minister or N aib De wan of Cochin 
(Fig. 67). The Hindu Sabha affiliated 
with the T.S., without however losing 
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R. H. DAJI RAJA, 'l'HAKORE 
SAHIB OF WADHWAN 
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GOPALRAO RAIU DESHMUKH 
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PRI NCE HARISIKGRJEE 
RUPSINGTLJEE 
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ADITYA~AlVI BHATTACHARYA 
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FIG;. 72 

~.: D. KHANDALAWALA 

FIG. 74 

K. N. SEERVAI 

Recording Secret.al'Y, T.S. 
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NORENDRO NAl'H SEN 

FIG. 75 

DR. ANNA M. RUNTE 
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its identity or autonomy. There stand out among those who helped 
the work in India in these early days, His Highness Daji Raja 
Chaudra Singbjee, th e rrhakore Sahib of ,Vadh wan, Prince 
Harisinghjee Rupsinghjee of Bhavnagar, Gopal raoHari Deshrnnkh, 
Adityaram Bhattacharya, N. D. Khanda]awala, Norendro Nath 
Sen, K. N . Seervai, Dr. Anna M. K unte, Mahadev M. Kunte, 
Dorabiee Dosabhoy, Tulcaram Tattya and Nobin K . Bannerjee. 

FIG. 76 

MAHADEY I1f. KUN'f E 

F1G. 77 

DORABJEE DOSNBHOY 

From one point of view the history of the T. S. ' is" ~ steady 
growth and expansion. Country after COttl1try', has been affected 
by' Theosophical ideas, and when to-day oile look's' at the: splendid 
position , it holds, with its 1,600 Branches in 41 corintries' ,orgal1-
ised into National Societies, one does not ' -realise ' ho'w many 
obstacleR from without and from within the Society has ' surmount­
ed. The first division in the Society arose in 1880, as already 
narrated, with the seceSSIOn ' of two of the four who left New 
York. l'be next great difficulty was due to divergency III 

policy and aims ' which arose between the rr. S. and the Arya 
Samaj. 
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The T. S. had united with the Arya Samaj, so as to make 
practically one organisation. On the arrival of the Founders 
III T ndia, the greatest cordiality was shown by the Chief 
of the Arya Samaj, Swami Dayanand Saraswati, towards the 
Founders. He . began in the Theosophist the writing of his auto­
biography, and wherever the Arya Samaj had a Branch, the 
Founders wero cordially welcom ed, and Arya Samajists did 
everything to arrange for meetings for the T. S. Th e difficnlty 
that arose between the two organisations "vas due to the fact 
that the 'I'. S. was unsectarian and cosmopolitan, while the Arya 
bamaj had as its chief aim tbe purification of. Hinduism, and 
naturally . took as its axiom that, among all the religi ons, Hindu­
ism was the best expression . of Divine · Truth. WIlile the 
Founders were heartily in sympathy with the whole trend of 
Indian religion and culture, th ey could Dot, as officials of the 
Theosophical Society, subscribe to any teachings which tended to 
exalt llinduism as the one and only . revelatiQn, at the expense 
of other religions. A further but minor point of dissension was 
that the Founders refused to commit the Society to the some­
w hat narrow ideas of a personal God, w bich some of the Arya 
Samajists considered at the time essential to their profession of 
faith. Bitter accusations were hurled by the Arya Samajists 
against the rr. S., and finally the bond that cemented the two 
was broken. 

It IS worth while noting here that, from the earliest 
days of tbe T. S., there has been a good deal of misunderstand­
ing of the attitude of the Masters on this matter of " a personal 
God". People who are not of a philosopbical turn of mind, 
and do not care to analyse too deeply the fundamentals of the 
nnivel'se, . readily accept all that religious dogmas tell them as 
to a Creator. With this acceptance, there swiftly follows the 
personification of God III some human image. 'rhen soon, 
hierarchies of priests arise, and they begin going outside due bounds, 
and dominate the minds of the faithful. .A belief in a personal 
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God has brought to · mankind the most wonderful of inspirations 
towards noble conduct · and, when that belief is rightly under­
stood and lived , nothing but good comes to hnmani,ty~ But 
nnfortunately, with the idea of a personal God, there comes 
inevitably the idea of mediators; who often are priests who must 
perform Samskaras or Sacraments, without which no man is con­
sidered capable of coming near to Divinity. Slowly then man 
begins to rely on someone· or something outside of himself, and his 
:whole outlook undergoes a change . .. Many an evil, . for which he 
is himself directly responsible, and which he and nOlle other should 
put right, is regarded by him as due to external causes . over 
which he has no control. Apathy then develops, and a thousand 
evils come in the footsteps of those religions which have 
emphasised a personal God, without emphasising at the same time 
that the nature of that personal God dwells in man also. The 
doctrine of grace and salvation in such religions, when separated 
from the deeper truths of mys.ticism, have undoubtedly tended 

. to make men drift and rely more upon subservience to preceptors 
and upon observance of ceremonial, rather than upon the deve.;. 
lopment of that innate divine goodness which contains both the ­
power and the wi~dom which men require for their guidance. 
It. is also obvions, to anyone who l~nows of the vastness of the 
universe, and realises how small a par~ in the universal scheme 
is this Earth of onrs, that th.e usual conception of the personadity 
of God must swiftly change ·so as to lose those characteristics of 
personality which we commonly associate with the term" person ". 
The attitude of the M:lsters on thispoint :has been stated most 
clearly tbus,by H. P. B. !n the Introduction t.o 'The 8eC1"ct Doctrine : 

"Esoteric ·Philosophy reconciles all . religions, strips 
every .one of its outward human garments, and shows 
the root of each to be identical witb th wt of every 
other gl'eat religion. It proves the necessity of a Divine 
Absolute PJ"in'c~ple in Nature. It denies Deity no more 
than it does the sun. Esoteric Philosophy has never 
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rejected God in Nature, nor Deity as the absolute and 
abstract Ens. It only refuses to accept any of the gods 
of the so-called monotheistic r eligions, gods created by 
man m his own image and likeness, a blasphemous and 
sorry caricature of the Ever IT nknowable." 

During' this early period in India, two of the Adepts 
constantly appeared, both at Crow's Nest in Bombay and at 
Adyar, and were seen by those who were even half-clairvoyant, as 
these two Masters sometimes partially materialised. But They 

FIG. 78 

GROUP AT CROW'S NES'!', 1881 
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were seen 1lI Theil' own " physical forms on three occaSIOns. In 
1882 H,P.B. was called to meet her Master in Sikkitll. The 
second was when soon after S. Ramaswmnier went into Sikkim 
and there met his Master ¥. rehe third occasion was when 
Colonel Olcott and Damodar Mavalallkar were at Lah ore in 
November, 1883. At this time, the Master K. H . had com,e tb 

India from Tibet, and at Lahore He came to the tent 
of Colonel Olcott, and left with- him the letter which appeal's 
as Letter XVI In Letters from the Masters -of the Wisdom 
(First Series). ,Vhen Colonel Olcott amh D4modar went to 
J ummu in Kashmir, a message came to the latter calling ·him 
,to an Ashrama not ·far from J llmm u. Here the Master K. H. 

' and the Mastor HiJal'ion and other Masfers were · tempora~ily 
r esjding, and Damodal' stayed with his Mastel' . tbree 'days . . He has' 
llarrated this visit in the issue of the 'l'heosophist" Dec.-Jan:, 1883~84 .. 

One of the very ' striking attempts of the . Masters ,,,t o help 
India was to found a newspaper w hic~ would build up ,·[,tidbtR,. 
opinion on matters political and social.A. P. Sinnett was' the>' 
editor of the Pionee1", when 11'(3 joined the Society in. 1879 ... 
Soon afte'r his meetiI)g with the' ·Founders', he calD8 ' into ,.~iaser 
contact through correspondence w.ith the · Ma~ter~ .. : His ~J:,spe:f5lial 
link was with the Mast~r K:H.,ancil under th~ '~petu~v·nl': hjs . 
devotion to the Master ' his ~ature as ap Anglo:lncI:i~~n "; . §lo wlY · 
changed, till he saw more rightly in to the na:tnre . of 'In:cr¥:a"l'is. 
This broadening mad e' complications 'for him as tbeeditor 0f a " 
semi-official journg,l, and the proprietors of the Pioneer disli~ed 

tIl e new , attitnde taken towards Indian pro'blemfl by its edit'6r. · So 
Mr. Sinnett was given notice that, at the end 'of ' his engage~llent, 
the Pionee't' would no longer need bis ' services. I t was at this 
jtmcture tbat t he Master K. H. ·desired to organise the newspaper 
PhOtrliix, witb 1 ndian capital bnt with . Mr. Sinnett as editor. 
Sever'al of th e letters' of ' the Master K. H. deal ' '\vith this project. 
Mr. Sill nett left for England in 1883, hoping to return, but the 
phoenix project . fell through for want of support from Indians. 

9 
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When Mr. Sinnett arrived III London, a vivifieation took 
plaee in the activities of the British Theosophieal ' Soeiety. But 
its new vitality brought eomplieations, because among the members 

.m London there were two groups. The first group was led by 
Mr. Sinnett, and he and his friends were specially drawn to 
the oriental teachings as represented by 'Che Occult World and 

FIG. 79 

CONVENTION GROUP, BOMBAY, 1882 

Standing: Chandrashekar,. N. K. Bannerjee, P. Nityauauda Misra, A. P. S,' J. N . Usmorla, A. D. Ezekiel. 

Seated on chairs: Gopi Nath, Bishau L::d, S. Ramaswamier, R. P; B., R .. S. 0., Tl'ipada Bannerjee, 
Noren dro Nath Sen, Thomas Perira. 

, SQated on g round: L. V. Varadat'ajulu Naidu, Abinash Chandra Banerji , namodar K. Mavlanka l',' 
M. M. Chatterjee, Mahendrauath Gangooli 
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Esoterir: Buddhism. The second and sma11er group was led~ by Mrs. 
Anna Kingsford, M.D. ,(Fig. 80) and Mr. Edward Maitland; they 

were drawn far more to a revival 
of esoteric Christian teachings as 
represented by the Kabala than 
to Hindu and Buddhist mysticism., 
The clash between these two 
tendencies 111 one Branch be­
came bitter for a while. A 
certain number' of members led by 
Mr. Sinnett, bound themselves by 
a pledge to constitute "The Inner 
Group of the London Lodge," 
aDd offered implicit obedience t9 
whatever orders might come from 

FIG. 80 the Masters. . The Group wf:\s .. ac;~ " 
AN NA DONUS KINGSFORD cepted by the Masters M. a nd '1L H~ ,. 

and a promise was given that ' teachings would be sent to th~m. 
Mrs. Anna Kingsford's group, however, was of too different a 

quality to mingle with 'those;. whb ' 
were drawn so profoundly' to th1:l 
eastern conceptions of>, occultism. 
Finally, after mUyh strife, a special 
Branch , called the Hel'metic Lodge 
was chartered, to study the Kabal~ 
istic Christian teachings undee. her 
inspiration. It was however soon 
fouild that the Hermetic Lodge felt 
itself hampered in its aims, so long 
as it remained within the '1'.S. 
Therefore, with the goodwill of 
Colonel Olcott, a new society was 
organised called "rehe Hermetic 
Society". The Sooiety quietly 

FIG. 81 

WILLIAM CIWOKES, F.lLS, 
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carried on its activities for several years, but never became a 
really effective movement. 

In 1883, William Ol'ookes, F. R. S., joined the Society. 
After Mr. Sinnett's arrival in London, a close friendship sprang 
up ' between them. In spite of his many scientific activities, Sir 
William Orookes kept to the last his interest in occultism, know· 
ll1g well what knowledge the Adepts had to illuminate science. 

- . 
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NOBTN K. BANNERJEE 
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AT ADYAR 

DURING the second tour which both the Founders made in 
India, they came from Calcutta by sea to Madras and landed 
on April 23, 1882. During this visit, and on May 31 they 
lo?ked at a house on the south bank of Adyar River, Huddleston 
Gardens, which was for sale. This house was later purchased and 
became the Headquarters of the Society (Fig. 8.4). The Society at 
this time had not of conrse sufficient funds with which to 

FIG. 84 

ADYAR HEADQUARTERS IN 1882 

©David de la Hyde 2021 
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purchase the property, but the sum necessary was advanced by 
a devoted member, P. Jyaloo Naidu. A circular was issued later 

, under the signatures of R. Ragoonath Row, G. Muttllswamy 
Chetty, P. Sreenevas Rowand T. Sllbba. Row to collect donations 
from members. The Founders came into residence at Adynr on 
December 19" 1882. 

was 
When tlie 

to play a 

FIG, 85 

T. SUDDAROW 

Founders settled in Madras, n, member who 
very important role came and joined them in 
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their work. rrhis was T. 'Subha Row (~~ig. 8,5) . . He was a pupil of 
the Adept who was the Guru of H. P. B. and Colonel Olcott. 
Mr. Suhba Row was a 1'elugu Brabmin and a brilliant lawyer, 
bnt different from tlre men of his stamp and professiolJ, in that 
he had. a great deal of occult knowledge, which he had acquired 
by contact . with his Guru on the inner planes. How great was 
his position, so far as occult knowledge was concerned, lS 

evinced by the fact that, when H. P. B. was outlining the SeC1"et 
Dor;t1"ine, she arranged for his collaboration. The title page 

THE SECRET DOCTRINE, 

A NEW V E R S , 0 N 0 F '" SiS UN V E I LE D. " 

With a New AlT::mgemen:tofthe Matter, Large and Import­
al~t Additions, and .Copious·Notes and Commentaries. 

BY 

H. P. BLA V ATSKY, 
CorresPOnding Secretary oj the Theosophical Society, 

ASSISTED BY 

' T. SUBBA ROW GARU, B.A., B.L., P.T.S., 
Councillor oj Ihe Theosophical Sociely and Secretary of ils Madras Branch 

pmN~El) Ar THE SCOTTISH PR.SS, BY GRAVES, COOKSO~'AND CO. 

~884. 

FIG. 100 
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arrange~ in 1884 for the Secret Doch'ine bears T. Subba Rpw's 
name with that ofH. P. B. (Fig. 86) . In his honour, the 
Society at the Oonvention III 1883, founded the "Subba Row 
Medal," to be awarded by the Society to writers of works of 
outstanding merit on eastern and western philosophy. Mr. Subba 
Row gave during the Comention of ] 886 a brilliant course of 
lectures, on the philosophy of the Bhagavad-Gita, which were 
later published as a boole. He contributed many ' articles to the 
Theosoph£st, and after bis death in 1890, all his writings were 
published together in the boole Esote'ric Writings cif T. 81fbba Row. 

It is sad to contemplate that even 'r. Subba Row, whom 
H. P. B. considered her equal, left the Society. The differences 
between him and H. P. B. were quite slight, in the beginning, 
and dealt purely with divergences in opinions on certain philoso­
phical points. Later, .,this became intensified, with purely per.sonal 
elements, and finally he resigned from the Soci~ty with : t];~~e or ' 
four of his followers. In 1885, long before his resignation, ·H. P. B. 
sent the first . volume of the8ecret Doctr'ine to him for sugges­
tion and revision. He however disliked the arrangement of its 
matter, and also its presentation. H. P . B. then rearranged~ the 
manuscript, and at the same time expanded it to make' the 
first volume of the Secret Doctrine as we have it now. The 
first dr4ft of the first volume of the ,Secr'et Doctrine sent for 
examination by rr. Subba Row ·~s still ' at Adyar. 

Many workers gathered~onnd the Founders at Adyar. A. 
staunch friend to the end 'was Major General H. R. Morgan 
(Fig. 89), at whose house in Ootac1:tm'llnd H. P . B. resided in 
1883 for a while, R. Raghcmath Rowand P. SreenivasaRow 
(Fig. 90), especially the latter · who a pupil of the Masters, 
helped the Movement. Faithful to the end was T. Vijayaraghava 
Oharlu (Fig. 9 ;) who gave his life to the society, and acted as 
Recording . Secretary of the T.S., and manager of Theosophist. 

In connection with the divisions in the London Lodge, 
both . the Founders left ' for Europe on February ' 20, 1884. rfhere 

10 
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Already H. P. B.'s health was very bad, and the letter whiqh 
follows from her to a Theosophist still living, N;. D. Khandalavalh, 
who joined the Society in 1880, gIVes us ' a glimpse of her 
thoughts andfrcelings . . 

"Doubt and distrust will ever linger in the breast 
of everyone who is , not in dinct communication, as I 
am, with Them (Masters). And then it matters little 
for Them. They care little " for , thanks, nor gratit:ude, 
nor anything save duty. They can ' do ' much, but never 
mirades. 

And now about my own uninteresting Ego, 1 am 
told by doctors that I am , dying-and if I do not 
immediately change climate, and have three or , four 
month~ ' complete rest, I have only three months , more 
and no longer to live. I a:rri going to France ,and. 
Germany; it is worse than' death for me. F?r T:h~y . 

might have allowed me to die quietly here. , .I " hate ]Jie' 
idea; but They want me alive, it appears, not , dead. ' 
Well, if the Masters want me to go, ' theD I gO-,though' 
I cannot make but why rrhey should " send m~ 'abr6ad 
to get relief, when They could as well. cure~eher~, 
as 'rhey did twice before. Colonel is' going to London',' and , 

- I -. -, 

I too. I do not know mJself where and why I ' am 
. " gomg. , 
The constant ' occult basis underlying the work oC H. P. B. 

IS shown by an interesting letter of the Master 1\:. H. to M. M. 
Chat.terjee. The Jetter was received by him in Paris whil,e the 
two Founders' were , at Nice, where they , stayed \vith Marie 
Conntess of Caithness, Duchesse de Pornar (Fig. 93). Lady 
Caithness . was greatly a,ttached to ,both the Founders, and 
thollgh she did not do much directly to help the society, 
gave nevertheless in 1884 by her open championship of 
H. P. B. a ' valuable aid. ' The Great One referred to, who is 
described as about to use R. P. B.'s body for a while in order 
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FIG. 89 

,GENERAL H. R. MORGAN 

FIG. 91 

'f. VIJAYARAGHAVA CHARLU 
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P . SREENIVASA ROW 
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MORINI M. CHATrERJEEJ 
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to look into the situation in Europe, IS the Mahachohan-that 
great Adept who takes charge 
of the organisation and develop­
ment of the plans of the Great 
Hierarchy. The letter is as fol­
lows and is now at Adyar. 

",'Vhen U pasika arri ves, 
you will meet and receive 
her as thongh you 'wm'e in 

India, . and she ?iuw' own 
mothm'. You must not mind 
the crowd of Frenchmen 
and · others, . You have t() 
st~mthem· ; and if Colonel 
asks you wh.y, vou will 

FIG. 93 . J 

lIIARlE COUNTESS OF CAI'l'H NESSanswer him · that it is , th~ 
interior man, the ind'Welle1" you salute, nut H. P. B., for 
you were notified to that effect by us. And know for 
your own edification that One far greater than myself 

FIG. 94 

FltANCESCA ARUNDALE FIG. 95 

C. W. LEADBEATER 
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has kindly consented to survey the whole situation 
under her guise, and then to visit, through the same 
channel, occasionally, Paris and other places where 
foreign members may reside. Yon, will thus salute her 
on seeing and taking leave of her the whole time you are 
at Paris-regardless of comments and her OWn swpTise." 

During the visit of the Founders to London, both of 
them stayed for a while at the home ' of Mrs. and Miss F. 
Arllndale (Fig. 94), two devoted Theosophists who were ever attached 
to H. P. B., and to whose devotion H. P. B. gave constant testi· 
mony. During July to September, both the Founders were 
III Germany at the hospitable home of Mr. and Mrs. , Gebhard. 
The first German Branch of . the Society ·was then organised . 
on July 27 (Fig. 96). 

It was on April 7 of this year that O. W. Leadbeater 
(Fig. 95), who was a clergyman of the , Ohurch of England, and 

FIG. 96 
Germa nia T . l:l. Seated: Unident ifi ed, F rau Mary Gebhard, Dr. Hubbe Schle iden, FPanz 
Gebhar d. Standing: Rudolph Gebhard , Unidentified, Colonel Olcott, Frau F. Gebhard. 
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had joined the 80ciety in 1883, met H. P. B. m London on the 
day of her arrivaL On October 31, just as she was leaving 
for India, he received two letters from the Master K. H., which 
have been published in L etters from the Masters of the W1'sdom, 

First Series. 'rhe second letter instructed . him to go immediately 
to Adyar, and help the Society against the dangers which were 
threatening it at this time. He left London on Novem bel' -:1" and 
joined H. P. B. in Cairo on 19th. _ 

During June and Jnly, the German painter H. Schmiechen 
painted the famons portraits of the two Masters M. and K. H., 
which are now at Adyar. Both Herr Schmiechen and his 
wife had not only joined the Society, but had signed the 

FIG. 97 
H. P. B. 

document which inaugu­
rated the "Inner Group 
of the London Lodge". 
The pictures when finish­
ed were brought by Col­
onel Olcott to Adyar, 
w here they have been 
ever smce. rrhe paint,er 
made two large copies, 
which werit to the 

A ill e I' i c an orO'anisation \ . b 

under W. Q. Judge, and 
a few smaller copies for 
private individ uals. J t 
is the copies, and not 
the originals, which have 

. been photographed. Th e 
originals, which were 

. painted under the inspi­
ration of H. P. B. assist­
ed by her Master, have 
never been photographed. 
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AT ADYAR 81 

FIG. 99 

COLONEL OLCOTT IN · 1883 , 

For many . years they were 
placed in an annexe to 
the Adyar Library, until 
in 1905 rooms were built 
for meetings of the E. S. T. 
ov~r . th e Adyar Library. 
r:rhe pictures were then 
placed . in a special' Shrine 
Room. H err Schmiechen 
painted at the same time 
a portrait of . H. P. B. 
(Fig. 97) H. P. B . . is 

I holding in her band the 
'Theosoph'ist. rrhe picture 
was for many years at 
th~ L'ohdon . Headquarters 
in '.19 Aven ue Road. When 
Mrs. Besant . made her 
Lome in ', rndi~, : '.it ~as 
brought ' to Benares, hnd 
is now' ill the . hall of the 
.Iridian Section. 

©David de la Hyde 2021 



THE COULOMB CONSPIRACY 

WHILE the Founders were in Europe, there began what 1S 

known as the Coulomb ', cqnspiracy. The Ooulombs husband and 
wife came to reside 'with the Founders · in Bombay in 1880. 
H. P. B. had met Madame Coulomb in Cairo. In 1880, these 
two had opened a boarding house at Galle in Ceylon but with 
no success. Madame Coulomb wrot.e then to H. P, B. asking 
for a loan. The result was that H. p, B. told her that, if she 
cared to come to India with her husband, work would be 
found for them. So the t twoOoulombs came and were given 
what work was possible. · The husband was good at carpentry, 
and a job was secured ;for him at a factory but he lost his ' 
job, and so· work >yas ' fbund for him at the residence of the 
Founders. Madame Ooulomb was given the ",'ork of superintending 
the house-keeping. Later, Coulomb was put in charge of t he 
small library of the Society, and his wife was given simple 
secretarial work. ,Vhen the J!ounders left for Bombay, the two 
Coulombs came with them ' and r esided at Adyar. 

In February, 1884, : the Founders ·left for Europe. The 
management of Headquarters was then put in the hands of a 
Board of Control. This Board found that· Madame Coulomb was 
often trying to obtain loans from members who came to Adyar. 
Difficulties quickly arose between the Board of Oontrol and 
Madame Coulomb, and finally the Board dismissed both husband 
and wife. 

After the Founders left in February, no one resided in 
the upper part of the building, where was H. P. B.'s room and 

©David de la Hyde 2021 



FIG. 100 

CONVENTION, 1884 

In Centre: Colonel Olcott, Mrs. Cooper. Oakl ey, H. P. B. 
In the back row, in fez standing: Dr. F. Hartmann. Also in back row : C. W. Leadbeater 



l!' lG. 101 

CO~VE~'l'ION, 1!lS4 

In centre: C. W. Leadbeater . To left: General MOl"gau, ~frs. Cooper.Oakley, Mr. Cooper·Oakl ~:v, Dr. F. Hartmann. 
To right: Norendro Nath Sen, N. D. Khandalawala 
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next to it the "Shrine Room". For several weeks har-dly any­

body came upstairs except the Coulombs. A plot was now 

hatched by them, which would enable them to revenge them­
selves on the rr. S. qoulomb was a carpenter, . and be contrived a 

'wooden slide at the back of · the Shrine, and an opening . in. the 

wall behind it, where was H. P. B.'s room. As before H. P. B.'s 

departure dozens of people had for several months not only 

seen the Shrine, but also examined it careflllly, when finally in 

the accusation against H. P. B. this sliding panel was mentioned, 
it was obvious that it had been put in · by Coulomb after the 

departure of H. P. B. At the ,same ' ~ime, certain letters were 

forged by Madame Coulomb, letters supposed to have been 

written by H. P. B. 

Here enters into the conspiracy one of its most disgrace­

ful factors. This was the role played in the conspiracy by the 
Chl~istian missionaries of Madras. Ever since the rr. S. began 

its work . in India, the re vival of Indian religion and cuJt,ure 

had of . comse begun to put obstacles in the way of missionary 

effort·. Each year that passed made missionary ac~ivities harder, 
as the Founders of the T. S. and their band of workers inspired 

Hindus to revive their ancient culture. Sapskrit schools had 

been established, and translations of Hindu Scriptures were 

begun, and a connter-progaganda started. When therefore the two 

Coulombs came with their forged letters, the missionaries of 

Madras saw an excellent way of annihilating tbe Theosophical 

1\lovemcnt. They took up the Coulombs, and an attack was 

launched on the Society, by offering so-called evidence to pl~ove that 

the Masters were an invention of II. P. B., and that the letters 

phenomenally produced in the Shrine were written by H. P. B., 

and placed there with her connivance by the Coulombs. 

In the early part of this year, when Colonel Olcott and 

Mohini Molam Chatterjee were lU London, they had been 

examined with regard to the phenomena by members of the 

Society for Psychical Research. The S. P. R. had a novel problem 
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presented before it, which was that phenomena of various kinds 
usually associated with disembodied spirits were now said to be 
performed by living people. A preliminary report was made by 
the S. p, R. When the missionary charges were published, the 
S. P. R. decided to send out a young Australian, Richard Hodgson, 
to come out to India to examine witnesses and report on 
the charges. 

On the publishing of the charges of fraud and trickery 
against her, H. P. B. returned as qnickly as 'she conld to India. 
She was accompanied by C. '-tV. Leadbeater (Fig. 102) and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. Cooper-Oakley (Fig. 103). At the Convention which 
took place in December, H. P. B. expressed her determi'uation to 

lew. 102 

C. W. LEAD BEATER 

prosecute the Coulombs and 
Society however interfered, 
protests, fro111 her proposed 
decision of the Society was 
111 his address to Convention. 

FIG. 103 

MRS. ISABEL COOPER-OAKLEY 1N 1913 

the missionaries for libel. The 
and dissuaded her, against her 
legal action. rrhe reason for the 

gl yen by Colonel Olcott as fo1lows 

"Much has been made out of the fad that she did 
not go into Court to vindicate her character against the 
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palpahle libels of the Missionary and allied parties. ~ or 
this. she is not to blame: quite the contrary. , But for my 
vehen:18nt protests she would have dragged the adversa: 
ties into the Madras Court as soon as she got back 
from Lond'on,1!ia Cairo, in , J884. A friend had. offered 
her Rs. 10,000 to cover the ' expenses. It wa.<j then 
barely a fortnight before the time for the Annual 

Convention of <)lIr Societ'y~December 27th, I884-and 
I insisted upon her . waitillg until a Special Judicial 
Committee of the Convention should advise her as to 
her proper course. We were----,I told her----:--tlle property 
of the Society, and bound to risk .our private preferences 
and selves for the pnblic good. ,She wa,sstllbborn to 

that degree. that 1 had to th1'ealen to quit ,my official 
posit·i;on before she would listen to reason: Tlie C;,Q;n ven., 

tion met, and the case was referred .f o".a 1 Conimit6u~. 

co:mposed .,'. 'of . Hind u J udge~ and , otheI~;, legal gentlemen 

6f high ioffi.cial and private standing: The~ unanimously 
reported . 'against H. P. B.'s going to laW.; :£01;' on E( 'l'eaSOll; 

because . there was but the shadow. of ~. a:: c1umce 'Cilf 
getting justice . fro111 a prejudiced Anglo. lndian ;Jury;,.,rn 

any case '. irrvol ving questions. of easter? relig ~(')U.s scieuce 
(yoga), or ' the existence of (to process~servers) ina~ceS:sibl~ 

Mahatmas; and, '£&1' another, because neither . a , fa¥our­
able riOt' unfavourable verdict would be likely - to 
changetbe opinions ;of those respectively whok~ow, 
and did not know the truth about psychical powers 
(Siddhis), and her possession of , them; while, finally, 
t,he most sacred feelings of Hindus and Buddhists 
were sure to be outraged by the ribald banter 
of counsel wben . cross-examining the witnesses as to 

matte!,s of personal knowledge or belief. 'rhe Conven­
tion adop hed unanimously the VIews of the Committee, 
and H. P. B. was forced to yield to the majority 

87 
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. and nerve herself up to bear the consequences. The 
outrageous Salem riot case, which was then ' fresh in 
the public memory, gave great weight' to the committee's 
decision In the present instance. 'rhough restrained, 
H. P. R. was not convinced, and but for the constant 
opposition of her best friend s, would have gone into 
Court at several later stages of the controversy, when 
the grossest personal insults were used as bait to entice 
her into the trap set by her enemies whose bitterest 
spite has ever been against her personally. She chafed 
like a caged lion es~, and th LIS aggravated her physical 
ailments, viz., a form of Bright's disease, an affection 
of the heart, and a tendency towards apoplexy. The 
climate enfeebled her, and the worry w~s killing bet· 
so fast that her medical adviser at last gave me the -
following certificate: 

'I hereby certify that Madame Blavatsky is quite 
unfit for the constant excitement- and worry to which 
she is exposed in Madras. 'rbe condition vf bel' heart 
renders perfect quiet and a suitable climate essentia1. I, 
therefore, recommend that she should -. at once proceed 
to Europe and remain in a temperate climate, in some 
quiet spot. 

'(SIGNED) MARY S CHARtIEB, 

31-3-85 1YI. B. and B.Sc., London.' 

Dr. Scharlieb privately . warned me that H. P. B. was 
liable to drop down dead at any moment in cine of 
her pal'oxysms of excitement. 1 lost no time after 
that-you may believe-in send ing her away to Italy in 
the most unobtl'u~ive way possible. Dr. Scharlieb's husband 
superintended . her embarkation, providing the stretcher 
upon wh ich she was carri ed, and arranging with the 
captain of the French steamer for hoisting her aboard ' 
from the small boat, in an invalid chain hung in slings." 
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Soon after Convention . was over, H. P. B. had a serIOUS 
relapse and her life was despaired of. Colonel Olcott and 
C. 'vV. Leadbeater were III Burma at the time, and the former 
was recalled. Medical opinion said that H. P. B. eould live only 
a few days lon~er and that she was sinking. But an event 
took place which changed not only her future; but also in many 
ways the progress of the Theosophical Movement. ~rhe Master 
of H. P. B. appeared to her, and put before .her two alternatives. 
One of these was to escape form. all further calumny and suf­
fering by quitting the body; the other alternative was to live 
on for a few years longer, in spite of the suffering still awaiting 
her. If she were to choose the latter alternative, there was the 

l\t1ADAME tI. f. j3LAVATSKY 

lI!ADRAS Ilnde) 

FIG. 104 

H. P. B.'s VISITING CARD 

possibility of her achieving a gre,at dream of hers, which was 
to write the Secret Doctrine, which she had been planning since 
1882. H. P. B. chose the suffering still awaiting her" in order 
that she might leave a little more knowledge and inspiration to 
the few who were still faithful to the Masters. Thereupon her 
Master magnetised her with spiritual forces, so that instead 
of sinking in the course of the night she was . distinctly on the 

road to recovery by the next morning. 
Colonel Olcott and the members of the Executive determined 

on medical advice that the only hope of regaining strength was for 
H. P. B. to leave India. H. P. B. was sent away by the first 

12 
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available boat from Madras . She was accompanied by Dr. 
F. Hartmann, Miss JYJ. Flyrm and an Indian disciple of the Master 
K .. H., M. Krishnamachari, who was known also as "Ba;wajee ". 
H. P. B. landed in Naples and settled for a whi le at r~'orre del 
Greco. After a few months, she left for VV urzburg in Germany. 

In the meantime MI'. R. Hodgson's report was iRsued, 
declaring H. P. B. a forgerer and a trickster, Oolonel Olcott a 

FIG. ]05 

H. 8. OLCOTT IN 1884 

dupe, and all those who 
had attested to the 
phenomena as either in 

league "vith H. P. B. or 
simply hallucinated . All 
kinds of so-called proof 
'were given that tIle 11and­
\,1ritiug on t1le letters of 
the Master's waR similar 
to the handwritin g of 
H. P . B. Every point 
which ll1 any way Ciues­
tioned the decision of 
the S. P. R. was ignored, 
as for in stance when 
Mr. F. 'IV. H. Myers ad­
mitted tbat th e letter 
received 111 J 870 by 
H. P. B.'s aunt, Madame 
N. Fadeef at Odessa, 
was in tbe handwriting 
of tbe Master K. H. As 
111 13'70 H. P. B. had 

been away from her relations for Ilearly two years, it was 
obvious that the letter could not have been forged by H. P. B., 
delivered as it was by an oriental messenger who disappeared 
before the eyes of Madame Fadeef. The testimony on oath of 
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Indians and Europeans was utterly ignored, and the S. P. R. 
drove hard its case against H. P. B. that she was a trickster 
and a charlatan. 

To those who had known H. P. B. personally, or had 
carefully studied the teachings coming from the Masters, the 
report of the S. P. R. was not of the slightest consequence. 
Anyone who was at all really observant could note, on reading 
the letters from the Master K. H. published in 1881 in the 
Occult World, the most noteworthy fact about those letters. This 
was the unique attitude to the . problem of human life, the 
attitude of a mind surveying ,things from a far loftier stand­
point than is possessed by even the most cultured of mankind. 
Every one who knew H. P. R knew what was her character 
and temperament. Heroic as she was and full of occult know­
ledge, she was yet far remote frOITl the lofty standpoint show.n 
towards the problems of life by the Adepts, who outlined --Their 
philosophy in the letters which the S. P. R. proclaimed to be 
forged by H. P . B. It was the intrinsic evidence of the letters 
themselves which was the supreme proof, to those who had 
sufficient epiritual sense awakened ~ithin them to be . reG~p:Jjve to 
truth. To those who judged even merely from ,a ' jU"dicia;} '.s·tand­
point, there were enough facts absolu:tely contrary to tho.$e Qffe'red 
by the S. P. R. , to prove the worthlessness ,of its ease: ' SOlle 
of these facts were promptly . issued" by the9-Emeral.CounciL:oLthe 
T. S. in a pamphlet which bears the title, ,.' '' Report :of the Res~lt 
of an Investigation into the charges against ' Madame. Bla~atskti'. 

The world which is always willing to . list~n '. more tio 
condemnation than to praise has naturally remembered H. P. B. 
far more by the judgment of the S. P. R. than by the 
judgment of those who investigated facts without any bias against 
occultism. It little matters now ' that this S. p, R. report was 
published. True, it condemned her as' a forger and a charlatan; 
but could such a trickster inspire the progress of a supremely 
idealistic Movement like the T. S.? Within forty years of her 
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condemnation, forty-one countries in the world honour her name as 
the Herald to the modern world of a wonderfully idealistic gospel 
of life. Furthermore, smce 1885, so much more has been 
published concerning H. P. B. and her relation to the Masters, 
including the publication practically of all the letters received 
from Them, t.hat anyone can to-day judge for himself whether 
the Adept Teachers are tho creations of H. P. B.'s brain, or 
are real living Beings full of lofty vision and intense compassion. 

106 
1.' HE FOUNDERS IN LONDON 

In 1888 
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